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16 February 1956 


MEMORANDUM TOs COS 


‘SUBJECT: Rolle of Research and Devolopmont Bosra, Department of = 
= fob Om Defenses = ee 
ENCLOSURE; . Public Law 216--81st Congress _ oe ee 


to 
‘rele of the Research and Development Board in the budzeting process and 


the Board's functions with respact to specific projects. 


1. this is in regard te your request for information regarding the 


2 Through sources in the -Bureau of the Budget I have been informed 
that the influonce of tho Board is increasing and that its effectiveness 

_ May be greater in the near future, The Board derives its authority froa 
functions delesatod to it by the Secretary of Defense. The conptroller 
within the Office of the Secretary of Defense relics heavily upon the 

., Board for rescarch and develonnent advice. 


Se The budget cycle involving the Board operates as follows: 


ers Strategio guidance comes to the Board fron a nunber of 
. | sources. ; os 


bs Board develops basic master plan for research end developmonte 


Gc. Within the framework of magter plan the three Services 
prepare budgets. 


ds Research and development budgets prepared by tha three 
Services are, then reviewed by Research and- Development Board. 


6. Soard's recommendations then go to Secretary of Defense. 


tf, Secretary of Dofense resolves differences between Board 
and the Services concerned, 


g» After money is appropriated, Servicas must get Board. 
approval before starting a project. In case of disagreement 
during this phase of the cycle, Secretary of Defense resolves the . 
issues. | ud _ : 


4. On yago 7 of Public Law 21G--81st Congress, attached, you will 
find legal authority for the existence of the Woarde : 

5. I shall bs pleased to go further into this matter upon request 
from yous 


. -_ . ; 
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